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Abstract

This study explores the Qur’anic discourse on tawhid (divine oneness)
through the lens of pragmatics, with particular reference to Speech Act
Theory developed by J. L. Austin and later refined by John Searle.
Contemporary linguistic studies have shifted from a purely structural
orientation to an emphasis on language in use, highlighting how speech not
only conveys information but also performs actions. Within this
framework, the Qur’anic text emerges as a powerful communicative act
that both articulates doctrinal truths and accomplishes illocutionary and
perlocutionary functions intended to shape belief, behavior, and identity.
Through an analysis of selected verses of tawhid, this research
demonstrates how Qur’anic discourse transcends declarative statements to
fulfill multiple pragmatic roles: assertive (proclaiming divine unity),
directive (commanding worship), perlocutionary (instilling awe and
conviction), and argumentative (refuting polytheistic claims), admonitory
(reminding of divine presence), and identity-forming (establishing
communal belonging). Austin’s tripartite model of locutionary,
illocutionary, and perlocutionary acts provides an effective framework for
uncovering these pragmatic dimensions, while Searle’s typology of speech
acts further clarifies their communicative strategies.

The findings reveal that verses of tawhid operate as transformative
discourse, addressing human reason, emotion, and conduct
simultaneously. The Qur’an thus emerges not merely as a theological text
but as a performative act that reshapes consciousness, affirms exclusive
devotion to God, and cultivates a unified religious identity. The study
concludes by recommending broader applications of pragmatic analysis in
Qur’anic studies and in comparative interfaith discourse.

AL-DURAR Research Journal (Vol.5, Issue 3, 2025: July-September)



30 (rd it g SUT) T A1 2 & g

Keywords: Qur’anic discourse, tawhid, pragmatics, Speech Act Theory,
J. L. Austin, John Searle, illocutionary acts,

PR

B sl 2 e S e Bl Y32t 01 3 asll Sl g
«(Pragmatics) adyudl wde cozi plal JU31 b Lo g9 (Bled) 3 salll Jlanza VU 2Ll
Ladslg Com oo Jaib udy (il Jelidl 3 Lgaldsian) Gom oo aalll dnlly o )
Opnledl) Lagh gl 2SI JWYI 25 < (Bld) Mn (39 Aremall BYYS o 0l
Aoy b et w315l o] 35T e Bl OF 5 (U Oz & sl s (SlEY)
ol s 3 s ady il 3 s Jueif 514y

OB cipienldlly dlidly 255l OLlad) L (3 B cadl 15 aJgld) w8713,
or e Ul e o 0L gl 0L ] s W] Bl wios (T80 i
Ol slely csdlly (el cibly edly AV on Jlosl W g il a5
aSshy 055 ey A #13] U e & 2SI Y e Wiy

DYU S Y 5L Lyl dnd) 1 G357e 5348 22 0 SUVOTAN (3 gl LT O]
Bl 5 Bgnd 2l AL ailby 015 3 3 @35 b g o A By e
Ll ) s ) 2l ods 28T 5 L e g sy LEYly OLEY) ] bl xisg
(il Jadll) 2SI JW I gl e s S a Al LT Ayl
AV IV e 3 s s e B3line V) s (W) 54
1Y sl e Bl Y B8l sl Sl

3ids Glis 1haie i (,alal) gall 5ol 2sa) Vil dmgdl oAT U a8
9 Akl sl ol 131

o N g asladl SlaSauly WA S35l e sae W Y e el
by ol ae gl Al L S (b Aol 88 T A ad)
sl by Js¥ ol
Bll Bldt ggdll Calaming 4 glud) :dpgad)

e FSA e i) Al DN Y BS sy L) ol cags
Lo Jolidly Jlara¥) oo o all) il ) (VA1 (2l ol aal) 2SSl 3Ly

AL-DURAR Research Journal (Vol.5, Issue 3, 2025: July-September)



31 (rd it g SUT) T A1 2 & g
Juil 5,2 S Jedl e (Pragmatics). adgudl e » G2 s 55 i U o
3 S G o e Uoly Slad Loy 2l iy el Gin Ulate (B (Sl

cJleaza) #3l

1

AU g L B (el AV "3 L ey eSS 2yl
L SOy Ol L Dbl o SIS 5 a1 eVl pm Bl disl e (ST
Sl e wSISI T Loy SIS 25 Lo Send bl o 3SRaD) 23,00

wile oo Sl ol GLadl Jasd s (i) (sl smild fgld a2l s e 3
ol e Aol (3 S ol lin e 2305 gy Lol 30T Lajlasl 32l s (g3 2
o S pbg cseall a1 ol (OB cplilea Yl (IS Jlal (KL s lie ;e
et dlolgdl L))

Lnf &)« (Speech Acts Theory)a S JWwll &k ol Y1 s (3
oo B bl ol e 818 e O3 ediels Lyl & (gl O3 SV S5l
delan V) Lgadogg ati G 0 s <MM\6%%>JY<MY\§H¢K&U%U
bl e Lyl

Al osad) ols (psadl e xS 5003 Bale] bl O Agladl) o A
Jrg Lo sag i clyy Gl e ) e b ST ST wlaglas Ja S5 Y 3
il o Ll ed Lo Ve — DL ] g U] Bls aioy — T30 2t
Y ailly
ERPRCI- e

Stephen C. Levinson:
"Pragmatics is the study of those relations between language and context

that are grammaticalized, or encoded in the structure of a language"'.

Paall a1 Wajens of Lasads & 2 Sladly 22 g YA B3 » 2Jgld”
Charles W. Morris (founder of semiotics framework including
pragmatics):

"Pragmatics deals with the origins, uses, and effects of signs within
behavior in relation to their interpreters"?

George Yule:

"Pragmatics is the study of speaker meaning. It concerns the study of
meaning as communicated by a speaker (or writer) and interpreted by a
listener (or reader)"
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Yan Huang:

"Pragmatics is the systematic study of meaning by virtue of, or dependent

on, the use of language"®.

pLakly pOISTI Bl s by WIS Lesdle (3 ol Ul (3 3l 2y w2 e 2Jglad”
' el

TS Lyl Ly g8

Sty AV 2] (3 el WS jaityy cBland) DN e ) il 54 Ayl (s

B (..@_;ui L Al pedl sei

"ol Cayyles

(o 0 ) gl o

andy oabl (gl 1 padl ai aiay colebly e 2 o 1l

(O ) gl

FRWSUR A RN I R RPN T UV

(‘é\.m‘ Ry ya7) Ol e\f

($35 8y 3dmsS wgily Al Al Jodkl asae e Ll g (oS sall) Bagll ga et
ML oy U g

(dohs ) Skt A2

2L Gl S sl o sy cnme plin 3 i gL LS
Halliday & Hasan
"A text is a unit of language in use. It is not a grammatical unit, but rather
a semantic one." 3,
Beaugrande & Dressler (standard linguistic definition)
"A text is a communicative occurrence that meets seven standards of
textuality: cohesion, coherence, intentionality, acceptability,
informativity, situationality, and intertextuality."!*
Crystal (linguistic dictionary definition)
"A text is any passage, spoken or written, of whatever length, that forms a
unified whole."!.
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Nunan (discourse perspective)
"A text is any meaningful stretch of language—spoken or written.
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